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3t)ot:t Notices 



Fechheimee, Hedwig, Die Plastik der Agypter. Zweite Aufiage.^ Berlin: 
Bruno Cassirer Verlag, 1914. 

A handy volume by Miss Hedwig Fechheimer on Egyptian architecture 
and sculpture is now available. It contains 156 fine half-tones of representative 
works "chosen not for their historical or philological significance but for their 
artistic value." The field of Egyptian sculpture (but excluding architecture) 
was elaborately illustrated, not long since by von Bissing.* But while his work 
will be found almost wholly in great libraries, Miss Fechheimer's book is suited 
in size and price to popular use. M. Capart, of the Brussels Museums, planned 
similarly a few years earlier to make more conveniently and cheaply accessible 
the greatest monuments of Egyptian art, and he has thus far published two series 
of well-chosen reproductions.' But Miss Fechheimer's introduction is an innova- 
tion. In fact, Capart in his series expMcitly forswears such a treatise because 
"ten years are scarcely necessary for a book on Egyptian archaeology to be out 
of date." His point of view has been justified by the rapidity with which Egypto- 
logical knowledge has progressed. However, he himself has just published a 
comprehensive treatise on Egyptian art, grouped by periods.' 

Miss Fechheimer deals chronologically not with art as a unit but with 
architecture, sculpture in the round, and reliefs separately. A refreshingly 
new viewpoint often crops out. Before taking up these individual branches, 
she contrasts the elemental principles of art with the historical attitude which 
puts art periods out of focus by insisting on development. Her own feeling that 
there is no development of what is artistic, but only a succession of changing 
forms, leads her elsewhere to declare that the term "archaic bound" is improperly- 
applied to Egyptian sculpture. Egyptian kinship with the modern Occident is 
recognized spiritually in the common belief in immortality, in hymns, prophetic 
writings, etc., and artistically in the geometrical treatment of form which reap- 
pears in modern cubist style. 

Egyptian plastic art, like so many others since, aroseout of reUgious needs. 
The types of architecture developed are analyzed as natural outgrowths of the 
Egyptian landscape. Sculpture, both in the round and in relief, is always organi- 
cally associated with and must be considered in relation to an architectural 
setting. The plasticity of Greek sculpture and the dematerialized stone effect of 
Gothic are contrasted with Egyptian insistence on the nature of stone: its massivity 
and impenetrability. The customary use of low relief admirably suggests the 
latter; closely fitted joints and coatings of stucco to unify the surface emphasize 
both aspects. The impulse of Egyptian statuary came from form and mind at 
rest. Simple geometrical outlines were favored, of proportions good on any scale. 
Color and sometimes inlay were used to supplement modeling. 

The limitations due to Egyptian conventions are recognized. But disre- 
gard of perspective is attributed rather not only to a preference for truth instead 
of appearances, as has been shown by Schafer, but also to a rigorous conception 

1 A fourth edition lias since appeared (1920), forming Vol. I of a new series, "Die 
Kunst des Ostens in Einzeldarstellungen." It adds twelve plates to the treatment of 
the Amarna period. 

» Denkmaler agyptischer Sculptur. Munich: Bruckmann, 1906-14. 

3 L'art igyptien. Brussels: Vromant & Co., 1909 and 1011. Plastic art is repre- 
sented almost exclusively. 

* LeQOns sur l'art egyptien. Li6ge, 1920. 
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of plane siirfaces. EgJT)tian relief does not seek to escape its background; 
it depends not on bulk but on silhouette. Bold summation of the flattest view 
of every part of the body gives an equation as it were of the spatial value of the 
figure. Flavored with these and similar keen interpretations, Miss Fechheimer's 
essay forms a valuable contribution to our literature on Eg3T)tian art. 

T. George Allen 
University of Chicago 



MoRGENSTERN, J., A Jewish Interpretation of the Book of Genesis. Cincin- 
nati: Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1919. Pp. x+336. 

This is an admirable example of a high-class textbook for use in the Bible 
school. The interpretation is based upon a thoroughly historical appreciation 
of the nature of the sources coupled with a genuinely religious understanding 
of their value for the present-day Jew. The method is (1) to give first in large 
type a summary of the lesson to be derived from each story and presented to the 
class, and (2) then to add supplementary notes for the teachers in which more or 
less difficult details of the text are elucidated. No effort is made to conceal 
anj^hing. The exposition is frank and sound in every case. But the emphasis 
is rightly placed upon the religious and moral values inherent in the text. Chris- 
tian interpreters for Sunday schools may learn much from such a book as this. 

J. M. Powis Smith 
Univebsitt of Chicago 



KoNiG, Edward, Hermeneutik des Alten Testaments mit spezieller Beriick- 
sichtigung der modernen Probleme. Bonn: Marcus und Weber, 1916. 
Pp. viii-l-178. M. 8.40. 

This is a useful and interesting summary of Dr. Konig's opinions regarding 
the interpretation of the Old Testament. It contains nothing new to those who 
are familar with the author's many earlier works. Judgment is freely passed 
upon all schools of interpretation and upon the work of many individuals, and 
few escape unscathed. A very noticeable feature of the book is its practical 
failure to recognize works in English and French. The International Critical 
Commentary, for example, is not listed on page 26, where none but German 
works appear. G. B. Smith's Guide to the Study of the Christian Religion did 
not appear in time to be recognized. But the Hermeneutik is evidently intended 
primarily for German use, and no English books need apply for recognition. 
The breadth of Dr. Konig's learning and his well-known caution are both well 
illustrated in this work. It should be in every hbrary concerned with biblical 
literature. 

J. M. Powis Smith 

University op Chicago 



LuTZ, Henry Frederick, Selected Sumerian and Babylonian Texts (Vol. I, 
No. 2, of Publications of the Babylonian Section, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, the University Museum). Philadelphia: University Museum, 
1919. Pp. 133 and CXLI plates. 

The authorities of the University Museum are making a very commendable 
effort to complete the publication of the different classes of texts in their valuable 
collection. Even after aU the incantation texts in the possession of the Museum 
were added to the ninety-five letters which complete the publication of the 
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Museum's epistolary literature, it was found necessary to add texts belonging to 
other categories to make a volume of standard size. This, says Dr. Lutz, explains 
"this medley of so widely different texts" — letters, incantations, Sumerian law 
codes, hymns, prayers, and school texts. Forty-four of the texts are translated 
by the author. The same criticism which the reviewer was compelled to pass 
upon other efforts of Dr. Lutz appUes here, though in less degree. The English 
of the translations frequently fails to convey any definite meaning to the reader. 
"Fragment of a Semitic Code of Laws" hardly does justice to text No. 99. It 
has to do with incense offerings. 

The texts are a valuable addition to the cuneiform literature, and the auto- 
graph copies are a delight to the eyes. 

D. D. Ltjckenbill 

Univebsitt of Chicago 



Keiser, Clarence Elwood, Letters and Contracts from Erech Written in the 
neo-Babylonian Period (Vol. I of Babylonian Inscriptions in the Col- 
lection of James B. Nies). New Haven: Yale University Press, 1918. 
Pp. 42 and LX plates. 

Grice, Ettalene Mears, Chronology of the Larsa Dynasty. New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1919. Pp. 43. 

Keiser, Clarence Elwood, Patesis of the Ur Dynasty. New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1919. Pp. 34 and chart. 

A hundred and seventy-seven texts, ninety-four of which are letters, belonging 
to the private collection of the Rev. Dr. Nies, of Brooklyn, N.Y., have been copied 
and published by Dr. Keiser, of the Yale Babylonian Seminaiy. They came 
from Erech and were written in the neo-Babylonian period. _ Complete name 
indexes have been added. Here are found two "Yale" deities, Enurta and 
Zababa. It is to be hoped that translations of the letters will follow. 

In Vol. IV, Parts I and II of "Researches, Yale Oriental Series," we have 
two valuable studies by Drs. Grice and Keiser. In the first the date formulas of 
the Larsa dynasty have been tabulated; the second is a chronological list of the 
patesis of the Ur dyiiasty. The authors are to be congratulated upon their skilful 
performance of tedious out most important tasks. 

D. D. Ltjckbnbill 

Univeesity op Chicago 



